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) 


FOREWORD 


i i i i de on May 8th 1918 i 

troduction to John MacLean’s famous speech from the dock, which he ma in 
the High Covst in Edinburgh, must, inevitably, be inadequate. But it is fitting in the year of his 50th 
Commemoration that something should be said about the man himself, and the circumstances surrounding 


the trial. 


The courage and sincerity of John MacLean is beyond question. That will be evident to all who read 
the speech. He was a man fully convinced that human emancipation was possible only as a result of social 
revolution. He died one year before Mussolini seized power in Italy, and ten years before Hitler seized 
power in Germany, and did not witness the crimes of fascism, yet it is clear from his speech that he knew 
the nature of the capitalist beast. One wonders how the judge and the members of the jury felt when they 
heard this obviously sincere man denounce capitalism from the dock with the same intensity as when he 


spoke to workers at his classes and public meetings. 


John MacLean was in the dock because he opposed the war and upheld the Russian Revolution as 
pointing the way forward for the workers of the whole world. He was there at a time when unscrupulous 
‘warmongers were accusing Clydeside workers of getting German gold. It was at a time when all who opposed 
the war were regarded as either cowards or traitors. Despite this atmosphere John MacLean was now 
speaking with greater confidence than ever before. There was the Russian Revolution and, on top of that, 
the Clydeside shop stewards were, for the first time, calling for an end to the war. Here was a man who, 
like revolutionaries throughout the world, had his faith completely restored after the disappointment caused 
by the collapse of social-democracy at the outbreak of the war. 


And here at this point a word or two should be said about the shop stewards and their attitude to the 
war. No sooner had it started than the Clydeside workers entered a struggle to defend established rights and 
raise their wages. The first blow was struck at Weir’s Cathcart where the men resurrected the pre-war 
demand for an increase of twopence an hour. J.M. Messer had built up at the Weir factory the only work- 
shop committee on the Clyde. The men at the Weir works came out on strike and they were followed by 
the workers in all the engineering works on Clydeside. This struggle gave birth to the Clyde Workers’ 
Committee of which Willie Gallacher was Chairman. 


Gallacher, like most of the leading shop stewards, was opposed to the war but he had for a while come 
under the influence of John Muir, who had won him over to accepting that the war was a fact and that the 
fight should be within the limits that sprang from that approach. But John MacLean, with whom 
Gallacher had been associated for many years, had consistently expressed his hostility to the policy of 
confining the struggle to economic issues. Now at the time of the trial the situation had hardened, and the 
shop stewards were opposed to the continuance of the war. 


Let it be said that Gallacher had the courage of a lion. He was honest, likeable, and popular. The decision 
of the shop stewards to oppose the war put Gallacher in his element. Scotland has never produced his 
equal as an industrial leader. 


The event that John MacLean found so heartening and which helped to give him confidence took place 
in January 1918, when a meeting of shop stewards refused to augment the Government’s supply of cannon 
fodder. The Government had introduced a Man-Power Bill with the aim of conscripting young unmarried 
engineers to take the places of the young men slaughtered on the western front. Sir Auckland Geddes came 
to Glasgow to win support fo the Bill. It was on that occasion that the shop stewards at a mass meeting, in 
the presence of Sir Auckland, opposed the Bill and called for an end to the war. 


The Russian Revolution was declared by John MacLean to be the greatest event in human history but 
it was not possible for the jury to see it that way. The Revolution was feared and, consequently, denounced 
by the capitalist press. Czarist generals were waging civil war against the Bolsheviks with the financial 
backing of the capitalist governments. Again, one wonders how the members of the jury felt when they 
heard the man in the dock praise Lenin and Trotsky, the two most hated men in the capitalist world. 
Winston Churchill, whose vocabulary was more than adequate for the ordinary rough and tumble of 
parliamentary politics, was a’ pains to find fresh epithets to hurl at Lenin and the other leaders of the 
Russian Revolution, but here was John MacLean hailing as friends the very men whom Churchill detested. 


How could it be otherwise? John MacLean had been made an honourary member of the Petrograd 
Soviet and appointed Russian Consul for Glasgow. Money sent to him by the Russian Government through 
Kamenev was sequestered by the British Government. Lenin had never heard of him before the outbreak of 
the first world war, but when he did hear of him he was not slow in recognising him as the most outstanding 
anti-war fighter in Britain. 


Those sitting in judgement on him were probably even more disturbed by what he said about the role of 
the working class. We can only guess what their feelings were when he said: “The working class, when they 
rise for their own are more dangerous to capitalists than even the German enemies at your gates.” That 
sentence alone was sufficient to seal his fate. It was in line with his onslaught on capitalism, “...dripping 
with blood from head to foot.” 


He stood in the dock knowing full well that he was going to prison for the third time. He spoke as a 
man with a serious message to put forward and determined to do it. He stood there in the same pose as he 
always stood when speaking at classes or public meetings, his hands slightly in front of his body with palm 
facing palm, as if he were describing the dimensions of something or other. He showed vigour, but was not 
flamboyant. That was how he addressed his new audience in the High Court, Edinburgh. The members of 
that audience had never heard anything like it before. 


He talked about strikes, politics, war and revolution. The members of the jury were left in no doubt 
regarding his opinions. He predicted another war arising from the prevailing conflict of interests between 
the great powers. He could not have foreseen the rise of Hitler and other events that led to new rivalries, 
and new alliances, yet he was correct in his rejection of the claim that the first world war was “the war to 
end war”. 


It was inevitable that he would be sent to prison. The sentence was one of five years imprisonment. The 
project he started, of setting up a Scottish Labour College had to be pursued in his absence. The war ended 
while he was in prison, and a general election was fixed to take place in December of that year. John 
MacLean was the official Labour candidate for Gorbals. His election campaign was conducted by Willie 
Gallacher as proxy candidate. Never since has there been an election campaign like it. The demand for the 
release of the great revolutionary leader was raised in every other part of Clydeside. He was released one 
week before polling day. 


This re-print of the speech will serve a useful purpose if the reader realises that it is John MacLean 
speaking to him. It is about the class struggle — war — revolution. When the prisoner called from the 
dock: “Keep it going, boys, keep it going!”” he was calling to us. John MacLean died within five years from 
his release from prison. He was twice again sent to prison within that time. 


A great feeling prevailed in 1918. The revolution seemed to be just ‘round the corner’. We have not yet 


reached that corner, but we are on the way. The proletariat will justify the hopes and vision of John 
MacLean. They will usher in the new society. 


HARRY McSHANE 


CONDEMNED 


FROM THE DOCK: 


JOHN MACLEAN 


HIS FAMOUS SPEECH AGAINST CAPITALISM AND WAR 


I has been said that they cannot fathom my motive. For the full 
period of my active life have been a teacher of Economics to the 
‘and my contention has always been that Capitalism is 
rotten to its foundations, and must give place to a new society. had 
a lecture, the prins ipal headin, ‘of which was “ Thou shalt not steal ; 
and I ipokated out that as a consequence of the 
rol that ‘on in all civilised countries to-day, our respective 
coul Haters to keep armies, and that inevitably our armies must 
clash together. On that and on other grounds, I consider Capital- 
ism the most infamous, bloody and evil system that mankind has ever 
witnessed. My language is led as extravagant language, but the 
events of the past four years have proved my contention, 


Tne Crass War 

He (the Lord Advocate) accused me of my motives. My motives are 
clean. My motives are genuine. If my motives were not clean and 
genuine, would I have made my statements while these short-hand 
Hate were present ? I am out for the benefit of society, not for any 
individual human being, but I realise this that Justice and Freedom can 
only be obtained when Society is placed on a sound economic basis 
That sound economic basis is wanting to-day, and hence the bloodshed 
we are having. I have not tried to get young men particularly. The 
young men have come to my meetings as well as the old men. I know 
uite well that in the reconstruction of society the class interests of 
‘ose who are on top will resist the change, and the only factor in Society 
that can make for a clean sweep in Society is the working class. Hence 
the Class War. The whole history of Society has proved that Society 
moves forward as a consequence of an under class overcoming the 

resistance of a class on top of them. So much for that. 


Talso wish to point out to you this, that when the late King Edward’ 


the Seventh died, I took as the subject of one of my lectures “ Edward 
the Peacemak I pointed out at the time that his" entente cordiale " 
with France and his alliance with Russia were for the purpose of encircl- 
ne Ceieany ‘as a result of the coming friction between Germany and 
country because of commercial rivalry. I then denounced that title 
“ Edward the Peacemaker,” and said that it should be “ Edward the 
War-maker.”” The events which have ensued prove my contention 
right up to the hilt. [am only proceeding along the lines upon which 
Thave proceeded for many years. I have pointed out a€ my Economic 
classes that, owing to the surplus created by the workers, it was neces~ 
sary to create a market outside this country, because of the inability 
of the workers to purchase the wealth they create. You must have 
markets abroad, and in order to have these markets yon must have 
empire. 1 have also pointed out that the capitalist development of 
Germany since the Franco-Prussian War has forced upon that country 
the necessity for empire as well a5 this country, and in its search for 
empire there must be a clash between these two countries. I have been 
teaching that and what I have taught is coming perfectly true. 

1 wish no harm to any human being, but I, as one man, am going to 
exercise my freedom of speech. No human being on the face of the 
earth, no government is going to take from me my right to speak, my 
right to protest against wrong, my right to do everything that is for the 
benefit of mankind J am not here, then, as the accused ; I am here as the 
accuser of Capitalism dripping with blood from head to foot. 

In connection with the “ ca’ canny " question at Parkhead Forge, 

I wish to take up some of the particular points first of all before I deal 
with the revolution. It is quite evident that it was in connection with a 
report in the “ Forward " that reference was made to David Kirkwood. 
It was there reported that Kirkwood had made a record output. Now 
David Kirkwood, representing the Parkhead Forge workers, at the end 
of 1915, when the dilution of labour began, put forward a printed 
statement for the benefit‘of Mr Lloyd cere and his colleagues, the 
first sentence of which, in big APs, was—" What you wish is greater 
output. He said that the Parkhead Forge workers were then pi 
to give a greater output and accept dilution if they, the workers, had 
some control over the conditions urder which the greater output would 
accrue. That was his contention. Since he was got into position he 
seems to have boasted that he has got a record output. ¢ question 
was put to me. Was this consistent with the position and with the 
attitude of the working class? I said it was not consistent with the 
attitude and the position of the working class, that his business was to 
get back right down to the normal, to “ ca’ canny“ so far as the 
general output was concerned. 


Tne Ca’ Canny Pottcy 
‘The country has been exploited by the Capitalists in every sphere, to 
get the toilers to work harder to bring victory, I said at the commence- 
ment of the war that while this was being done, and while assurances 
were being given that at the end of the war the people would get back 
to normal, 1 said that circumstances would make such a return imposs- 
ible. Now I have ample evidence to support that belief ; I have used 
it at my meetings at Weir's of Cathcart—that they were asking the 
workers to toil harder, not only during the war, but after the war they 
wish them to wor rder and harder, because there is going to be" the 
war after the war,” the economic war which brought on this war. You 
sce, therefore, the workers are brought into a position where they are 
speeded up, and they are never allowed to go back again. They are 
speeded up again and again. What is the position of the worker ? “This 
country is not a free country. The worker is deprived of land or access 
to the land ; he is deprived of workshops or access to the materials and 
tools of production ; the worker has only one thing to do in the market, 
and that is to sell his labour power. The Capitalist purchases that 
labour power, and when he gets the worker inside the workshop, his 
business is to extract as much of that labour power out of him as 
possible. On the other hand, when it comes to wages, then the employer 
applies the principle of "' ca’ canny.” “ Ca’ canny “ is quite justifiable 
when it comes to the employer giving wages to the workers, and we 
have seen it since the commencement of the war. Prices rose right away 
from the commencement of the war while the workers’ wages were kept 
at the old normal. Their wages were kept low. The purchasing power 
‘of the workers’ wages was therefore diminished. They were therefore 
robbed to that extent. At the same time the workers were asked in the 
name of the country to work harder, " but,” said the employers, “ we 
will not give you any more money, although the money you are getting 
is purchasing less in the way of food, etc." That is the position 
The employers are changing their opinions now as a result of 
experience, but in the past they. considered it in their economic interest 
to pay as low a wage as possible. On the other hand the position of the 
workers is to give as little of their energy as they possibly can and to 
demand the highest wage possible. If it is right for the employer to get 
the maximum of energy and pay the minimum of wage, then it is equally 
right for the worker to give the minimum of his energy and demand the 
maximum of wage 
What is right for the one is equally right for the other, although the 
interests of the two classes are diametrically opposed. That 1s the 
position, and in view of the fact that many of the workers have over- 
worked themselves and have had to lie off through overstrain, and 
considering the treatment they get when thrown on the scrap-heaj 
kicked out like dogs when they are no longer useful—they are compelled 
to look after their own welfare. The worker has therefore in the past 
adopted the policy of " ca’ canny,” and I have in the interests of the 
working class advocated the policy of "'ca’ canny,” not because I am 
against the war, but, knowing that after the war the worker will have 
the new conditions imposed upon him, I hold still to the principle of 
ca’ canny.”" 1 accede to that 
So far as Parkhead Forge is concerned I also pointed out that none 
of the great big guns had been made for some time prior to the great 
offensive. When the offensive came, Gough, the friend of Sir Edward 
Carson, the man who before the war was going to cut down the Irishmen, 
retreated and lost so many guns, and then the Glasgow workers had 
to give over their Easter holiday in order to make those guns. We have, 
therefore, Beardmore and others responsible for shortage of certain 
material, and we know from further disclosures that millions of shells 
have been useless, and perhaps that has been due to the fact of over- 
speeding, so that even over-speeding may do nothing for the advance- 
ment of the war. Furthermore, if big reserves of material are going to 
be built up, and the Germans are to be allowed to get them, that is 
going to be to the advantage of the Germans, and not to the advantage 
of the British. 


"Down Toots" anv Foop 
With regard to the next point, “ down tools,"" so far as Glasgow is 
concerned, I do not think I told the workers to " down tools." I am of 
the jon that I said—" Now that you are determined to “ down 
tools,” it is of no use standing idle; you must do something for your- 


= { fact my statement was based on a resolution 
As a matter 0) vache ASE. in the Clyde area, the official 
It met and ieaetersuned to down tools against 
he Man Power Bi 
the introduction of the hat was supplemented by unofficial effort at 
At the stig in the City‘Hall, ‘There a resolution was put up by 
Geddes kers and carried virtually unanimously, that if the Man Power 
the wor’uut into operation, the Clyde district workers would “ dewn 
Bill was PUL Ny unnecessary for me, therefore, in light of these official 
tools.” cial statements, to urge the “ down tools” policy. _ 
and unofficial otf tact, we were told that the Government had dismissed 
Asa matten girls just immediately prior to the great offensive, so 
many muni Ity of stoppage of output of munitions, the 


irs are gui 
that if the worker. are fesponsible in the dismissal of those thousands 


s, , d and farms. I pointed out to the workers that what 
Now then, (Potley stopped work was the getting of food. There had 
was necessary © the Government had held up the supplies, fr several 
perhaps to get this rationing passed, in order to have 
and also lest the people get out of hand in reference 
1 knew that there was plenty of food in stores 
farmers had food stored up in their farms. The 
ar in order to make huge profits for themselves, 
n the Government assisted them in connection with the potato 
slations ; and latterly, at the end of last year the Corn Production 
Feat not in the interests of the farm labourers, but in the 
i farmers. 
interests of tht mand for more food production was made, the farmers 
said they would do their best, and the Government refused to give the 
Fann labourers a minimum wage of 25s, to 30s. a week—25s, at that 
time being equivalent to 10s. in normal times. The farmers were gcag 
to get extra as a consequence of the Corn Production Act. I therefore 
ced out that if the Workers went to the farmers and did not get the 
Poimfood stored up in the farms, they should burn the farms. We as 
tre iauists have no interest in destroying any property. We want 
sroperty to be kept because we want that property to be used for 
Preping accommodation or other reasons, but I specially emphasised 
ppout the farmers for the purpose of drawing attention to this particular 
ea the same way, when it came to a question of seizing the Press, 
I suggested that when the “ Daily Record " was seized, the plant should 
be troken up. I did not say that in connection with the “ Glasgow 
Herald.” I said so in connection with the " Record,’ not that it is a 
good thing to break up printing plant, but in order to draw attention to 
the Harmsworth family and to the Rothermeres and so on, and their 
Vile press, which seems to be an index of the culture of Britain. 1 
jnention that particularly here, that I said the " Record " plant should 
be broken up, in order to emphasise the disgust of the organised workers 
with regard to that particular family or newspapers. 


to 
in Gh 


farm 
and t 


Tue Women and CHILDREN 
So far as Ireland and America are concerned, that was mentioned 
jcularly for the purpose of getting food from the St. Lawrence, food 

Pom the United States, and food from the Argentine. What was needed 
food in order to hold our own, for, as the “ Glasgow Herald 
pointed out, when the Bolsheviks first came into power, Britain was 
withholding food from Russia, in the expectation that frost and famine 
would overthrow the Bolsheviks. That is to say, they were anxious to 
murder women and children inside Russia, as well as men. The sug- 
gestion I made was in order to draw the attention of the workers to the 
need of having plenty of food stuffs to keep them going. 

So far as the Government's responsibitliy for the murder of women 
and children is concerned, the reason for my statement is perfectly 
obvious. They have been accusing the Germans of killing women and 
children in this country. Perfectly trues Of course bombs deoppee in 
Germany have not killed women and children, marvellous to say! But 
that apart; we had the Government getting hold of the food supplies 
immediately prior to, and immetiiately after the New Year, and creating 
a shortage. ie Government was therefore responsible for the queues. 

Women were standing in queues in the cold, and women had died of 
what they had contracted during their standing in the queues. The 
women had died therefore in consequence of the action of the Govern- 
eis I threw the responsibility upon the Government—and I do 

We know that women and children—human material—have been 
used up inside the factories, and the housing of the working class in this 
chase, has been so bad, and is so bad to-day, that the women and 
g lida of the working class die in greater proportion than the women 
i 4 eal of the better-to-do classes. I have always pointed out that 

e death rate among the working classes has always exceeded that in 

the better-to-do districts. 
‘sen a Pointed out that the British Government had sent Russian 
week aba k to Russia to fight, and had given their wives 12s. 6d. per 
Russian tee 6d. for each child. Now, when I was functioning as 
they told vonsul, two deputations of Russian women came to me and 
atoud He sorrowful tales of depression, disease and death in conse- 
Gas Hie fact that they had received 12s. 6d. per week and 2s. 6d. 
and Iireces a I wrote to the Secretary for Scotland in regard to that, 
tived no reply. The children ought not to suffer because their 


press the Government to see that 
to at least these 
to at least on the same scale 


| 


of it out of th were 
Fee elon Ron angrccecyecetnes ag 
Tharelore ine to fight, then 
side as the capita can of Rea ore: it Terral, ¥ erred on the same 


-American authority, not off mage Py ares Protemer: 
Roland G. Usher, Professor of Tay at Weannnanty i 


1 think his statement in “" Pan-Americantem © ee, University. 


showing the moves th word is one 
Usher has his bias in ee mae leading up to this war, 


What I wish to particularl 
Germanism "and " The Challenge of the Fannie Be, 
iam he surveys Neath and South and 
ic first, and explains what will be the consequence 
regards South and iGenteal America whichever side win bat ante 

5 J a wor! out from a mat 
of view, his pu being to get Central and South pobre liso 
with the United States. "In his later book he modifies that position— 
that is to say, in" The Challenge of the Future.” He points out that 
America is still to-day economically dependent, that is to say, she has 
get 10 pay interest to Snanciers in France, in Britain, ‘and theretore 
inot af carry hemes { ferred 
book Pan- Americanism." Ont fie bak eecia e ete e 
may now state that to-day the busi i 

perfectly well that the Yankees are boatsing of there indepeddence, 
erefore when you see references to American i jence, that 
means that she no longer needs to pay interest to investors {rom outside, 
and that her policy will be modified in consequence of that new phase. 
This gentleman points out that as a consequence of American depend- 
ence she must say which side she will take. This book was printed prior 
to America entering the war. Woodrow Wilson's works in ad- 


mirably with the suggestions in that book lessor bs 
Challenge ci the Future.” # Mealy: 


ALLIES AND THE BotsHEvixs 


We know quite well, too, that the United States of America prevented 
japan in 1915 getting economic and political control over North China. 
‘wenty-one articles were im) on China after the Japs had released 

their grip of the Germans there. America, alive to her own interests, 

getting to know of these 21 points, forced Japan to withdraw. 
was there working in her own interests. 


: 


Russia, that would give her a strategic control would 

mean a closed door to American contact across the Pacific with Russia 

popes America therefore has been looking to her owa 

for that reason I contend that the Yankees, who have been the 

shippers of the [reese 
ve 


that America has had her own troubles at home, racial troubles, and 
also troubles with the workers. Numerous strikes have taken place in 
America since the commencement of the war, not only in consequence 
‘of the war, but also in connection with the economic position. 


Somm British Atrocttizs 
Now then, I come to the doctors. The doctors I referred to were the 
prison doctors. When I was in Peterhead it was plain sailing until the 
middle of December, and then the trouble began. 1 was up. 
and being able to combat that, I was then 
to see me at the end of ber, & procalntet Sectates Tees Seer 


i 
7 
i 
i 


the doctor is the people into the hospital, there 
pans aan thelr systems 


|, because the treatment 
ugh numerous expedients 
1 saw these men round about me in a 
blic since that I would rather be 
to a life sentence in Peter~ 
of these men and also upon 
from the conscientious objectors 
of these men—some 
we been knocked off 


its the eyes out 


. I have stated in pul 
ut to death than condemned 


heads, and in this way process 
se has done a good service to mankind 
‘unfortunately for Mrs. Hobhouse, she docs 


in registering the facts. but, 
a n obtained. I ex) 


not know how the result has bee: 
, and I wish to emphasise 
ing people is going on inside 

‘Whatever is done to me now, I give notice 
lutely no food ; because of the treat 
If food is forced upon me, and if I am 
¢ got to bear in mind that if any evil happens to me, 


t I take no food inside 
your prisons, absol ‘tment that was 
forcibly fed, 
then my friends h. 
Lam not responsible for 
Hf anything had hap) 
been atrributed to 


1s forced in upon me 
can launch 


Russta’s Ficut ror Freepom 
So far as Russian freedom and British slavery are concerned, I wish 
to draw attention to the fact that an article a) 
man” the other day about 
article was writ 
Bolshevism. 


peared in the " Scots- 
Bolshevism, and I have a feeling that that soldi 
especially for this trial to create a feeling 
. The statements in that article are a travesty. 
Russia, sinee Lenin and Trotsky and the Bolshevil 
there have been fewer deaths than for the same peri 
Capitalists have been killed perhaj 
y have not submitt 
jority of the people—in the name of Bolshev- 


ee jun. Me 
trying German ir side. Britain 
cAI eee | BY to get the workers on to their side. Great 

od under any Czar 
officers have been 
killed perhaps, to those who have 
come to the top—the maj 
ism, Some may have been put to death. 
‘When there was a shortage and disorgal 
before the Bolshev 
who, in their scramble for { 
but the crimes of individuals cannot be c 
would hold the Government responsi 
viduals. The Bolshevik Government 
men. They have to imprison men uni 
Society has come about. 
tive movement in 


nisation of the food supplies 
wer, there may have been individuals 
for themselves, have gone to excess, 
harged to Governments. No 
ible for the action of those 
has not given orders to kill 
‘a complete reconstruction of 
news to some of you that the 
Russia has grown more rapidly than in any 
‘of the world, and since the Bolsheviks have come into power, 

‘more rapidly. The univer- 
in the evenings, to train the 
the affairs of their 
ve also been used in 
|, and the theatres, and the 
vial trash which is 
pose of organising 
ops and factories. 
ning their treaty, 
, Lithuania, and 


tion has been growit 


in an intelligent manner. The sch: 
ings, the music halls have been used, 
all have been used, not for the tf 
of this country—but all for the 
the work inside the wot 
to our commades in Russia 
le their advance into Estho: 
countries between Germany and Russia—the 
the respective towns had lists of men who were 
wiets, and those members of the Soviets were taken 


hen the Germans madi 
0 on—the border 


Soviets. Our Finnish comrades, the Red Guards, have pointed out that 
jure of war has not been acceded to them, that as 
the capitalist class, take an) 
it them to death. It has 
ussia were working hand in hand with the 
this was that the Germans allowed Lenin to 
. Our comrades have stood up against 


with Germany in order to 


Sista aloe ty done in Cre s xf has Germans would come over and, instead of having liberty, we would be 


Face To Fact 
bly was a mare 
than in the Germans. The 


meet face to face. The Bolsheviks got into power in October, and the 

yple wished peace, and they were doing their best to get peace The 
Bolsheviks wished peace throughout the ‘world. They wished the wat 
to cease in order that they might ‘settle down to the real business of 
life, the economic reorganisations of the whole of Russia. They there: 
fore got into negotiation with the Germans, and they and the German: 


part ofthe — met at Brest Litovsk 
the fact that this callous and cold 


Towards the end of December there was a pause in the negotiations 
for ten days, in order to allow the British and their Allies to go to Brest 
Litevsk, An opportunity, therefore, was given to Great Britain to gc 
to Brest Like Ten days were given, The last day was 4th January 
of this year, Great Britain paid no attention to this opportunity, but 
on Sth January Lloyd George, in one of his insidious speeches, seemed 
te climb down as it were, ihe was followed by Mr. Woodrow Wilson 
But a speech by Mr. Lloyd George on the Sth was of no use 
sete talk It was mere camouflage, or, a better word still, blufl, pure 
bluff. Why did the Government not accept the cpportualy and go te 
Brest Litovsk? If conditions absolutely favourable to Germany were 
proposed, then Britam would have stopped the neg: tiations and Plonked 
‘once more into the war, and I am confident of this, Germany had not 
toed the line and come up square so far as peace negotiations were con 
cerned, that the Russian workers would have taken the side of Britain, 
and I am confident of this, that the Socialists in all the Allied countries 
would have backed up their Governments in order to absolutely crush 

Germany, and we would at the same time have appealed to the Socialists 
of Germany to overthrow their Government. 

Great Britain did not do so. On the other hand, they came on with 
their Man Power Bill, and also with their factor of short food. All these 
things must be considered in their ensemble before you can understand 
the position taken up by myself, When this universal peace meeting 
was held at Brest Litovsk, then Trotsky played a very, very bold game 
He knew the risks -he ran. He and the Bolsheviks spread millions of 
leaflets amongst the workers of Germany in the ‘trenches--the German 
ing them to stop fighting and to overthrow the Kaiser, the 
the capitalist classes of Germany. They made a bold bid 


has been doing the very same thing since the commencement of the war. 
Great Britain has been trying to bring about, and hoping and urging for 
a revolution in Germany, in the hope that the working class would 
overthrow the autocratic class there and give us peace. 

From a British point of view, revolution inside Germany is good ; 
revolution insider Britain is bad. So says this learned gentleman. He 
can square it if he can. I cannot square it. The conditions of Germany 
economically are the conditions of Britain, and there is only a very 
slight difference between tie polities structure of Germany and that 
‘of this country at the best. And so far as we, workers are concerned, 
we are not concerned with the political super-structure ; we are con- 
cerned with the economic foundation of society, and that determines 
our point of view in politics and industrial action. Our Russian com- 
rades, therefore, did the very same as the British have been doing ; 
they appealed to the German soldiers and workers to overthrow their 
Government, 

Strikes broke forth in Italy, The strikes in January passed into 
Germany, more menacing strikes than have taken place inside the 
British Isles. An appeal was made from comrades to comrades. Many 
soldiers in Germany mutinied ; many sailors of Germany mutinied, and 
these men are being shot down by their Government, All hail to. those 
working men of Germany who refused at the bidding of the capitalist 
to go on with this war. Their names will go down bright and shining 
ae those of the capitalist of to-day and of the past will have been 

jotten. 

it would be a very bad thing for the workers of the world if a 
revolution were developed and carried through to success in Germany, 
and no similar effort were made in this country. The German workers’ 
enemy is the same as our enemy in this country—the landlords and the 
Giaery are our mutual enemy—and if it was their business and their 
right and their duty to overthrow their autocratic government, then it 
will be a duty on us not to allow these men to overthrow their Govern- 
ment, and then to allow France, Britain and Italy to march over them 

and make these German workers slaves at the dictates of the capitalists 
of the other parts of the world. There was the situation from their 
point of view and from our point of view too. 


Tue Caritauists Anotisn tur Constitution 
It has been pointed out that if we developed a revolution the 
under the iron heel of the Kaiser. If I grant that that is true, it is 


equally true in the other case that the Allies would do in Germany what 
the German Kaiser with the capitalist class of Germany would do in this 


an only be a revolution when the workers of all the 
country. There can ai and capitalism is crushed, and until then the 
stand umieasantly and incessantly. Tt is not because Lam 
must 60 OF jeople. My own people are the workers here, and the 
against mY OWT Rhy and elsewhere. 
Germ workers who instigated the war. The workers have 
as not the Wito serve as a consequence of the war, and because 
z | to my class that makes me a patriot so far as 
‘and when I stand true to my class, the working 
‘hich I was born, it is because my people were swept out of the 
only because of my own ability that I remained, 
Highlands, to my class, the working class, and whatever I do 
in the interests of my class and my country. Tam 
y country. I stand loyal to my country because I stand 
which creates the wealth throughout the whole of 


the world out for life and all that life can give us. I therefore took 
e out fr in the light of what was transpiring inside Kussia, 
and inside Germany c bear that in mind 
Nish to understand my remarks re urged the 
‘Me country that if they were going to strike, mere striking 

ue they would be starved back into work again, and 
fan Power Bill, it meant that 


what action I 
inside Austr 

when you 
workers of 
wos useless, bec 


sy were gout 
that if they wete Koo. And as there was to signs on either side of 


ng to be against the 


they, KET Oe Ar ee constitutional conclusion, then it was the business 

coming toaraarto take the whole matter in hand themselves 

oii var was dectared | no matter the motive, no matter the cause, all 
stitution and order was thrown aside, and in the prosecution of the 

consti British Government found it necessary to throw aside every 

war te vnd to bring in the Defence of the Realm Act, which 


Jaw in this country 
cans the negat 
bat that if the Government ishes 


ofall law in the country. [have repeatedly pointed 
‘o get @ grip of any individual, they 


do so under the Defence { the R 1 Act. The Government have 
ower to do anything they desire at may be right, or it may be 
power (0 tthe position is this, that the bringing in of the Defence of 
the Realm Act has thrown aside all law and order as we know it during 
iods 
or Pe plange into the war we have the abolition of constitutional 
snethods, and therefore f contended, and I contend to-day, that if it is 
Tent and proper on the part of the Government to throw aside law and 


and to adopt methods that mankind 
pretnever seen before, then it is equally right that the members of the 
has xing class, if the Svar is not going to cease in a reasonable time, 
should bring about a reasonable settlement, and a reasonable settlement 
to the workers in no victory to either side 


order—constitutional methods 


Propiems AHEAD 


Ione side or the other wins, then the revenge will come, as France 
to-day is secking revenge after the drubbing she got in 1871. Realising 
that, we, as representatives of the workers of the world, do not wish one 
side or the other to be the victors. We wish the stafus quo prior to the 
‘tar to be re-established, If the workers are going to do that, then it 
means that they have ta adopt methods and tactics entirely different 
{rom the methods which would be adopted, or could be adopted under 
normal circumstances. Abnormal lines of action must be taken, and 
I urge abnormal lines of action to be taken, such as our comrades in 
Russia took, The very circumstances of the war forced in upon the 
Russian workers’ committees, and their national Soviets the line of the 
action which they adopted, and the only way we could do it would be 
to adopt methods peculiar to the working-class organisation in this 
country in the interests of the workers themselves. 

‘The suggestions I made were intended only to develop revolutionary 
thought inside the minds of the workers. I pointed out at the meeting 
on the 20th that representatives of the police were present, and there- 
fore if the workers were going to take action themselves, it would be 
absolutely foolish and stupid for them to adopt the suggestions Thad 
given them. I only gave out these suggestions so that they might work 
out plans of their own if they thought fit to take action to bring about 
peace. I was convinced, and I am still convinced, that the working 
class, if they are going to take action, must not only go for peace but 
for revolution. I pointed out to the workers that, in order to solve all 
the problems of capitalism, they would have to get the land and the 
means of production. 

I pointed out to them that if capitalism lasted after the war, with 
the growing size of the trusts, with the great aggregations that were 
taking place, with the improved machinery inside the works, with the 
improved methods of speeding up the workers, with the development of 
research and experiment, that we were going to have the workers 
ime out Aen four and five times as much wealth as they had dade 

“war times, and a great problem would arise—a ter problem 
Mas ever betore—-before. this country of dis AEG its surplus 
eee on the markets of the world, not only of getting markets 
ats ese surplus goods, but of getting the raw materials. ‘We see to-day 
re je committees Spore ted by the Government that they are anxious 
Cent control of the markets of the world in order to exclude the 
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commerce internationally as well 
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fer the war, Nobody denies that 
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as nationally, “These preparations are 
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ere is going to be a war after the wi 
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understand that America has also got hold of Dut 


also been suggested that Mexico be brought into the Ami 
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as they can, their 
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in Palestine, going 
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¢ them for her own ends, j 
Britain has got many troubles, abe 


We see Japan also on the outlook. Japan has repeat 
to get control of Northern China, She bold ale Tike oes faery: +f 


chunk of Siberia 


bu 
Even to-day we see the tentacles being sent out, all 


anxious to grab more and more power. We know the 

disclosures made by our Bolshevik ‘Somrsdapee Wve Kane at toa 
nations have been building up their plans so that when the Germans 
have been crushed they will get this territory, or that territory. They 


are all out for Empire. 
prosperity of the nations. 


All the property destroyed during the war will 
next five years there is going to be . great wrod Tacs ieteeaan oat 


t was absolutely necessary for the commercial 


the respective Governments, to stave off trouble, must turn more and 


more into the markets of the world to get rid of their prod: nd 
fifteen years’ time from the close of this war—I have Pointed (i ps 
at all my meetings—we are into the next war if Capitalism lasts; we 


cannot escape it. 


Britain had the wealth, Britain did everything she could to hold 
back the war. That necessarily had to be the attitude of Great Britain, 
but in spite of all Great Britain’s skill or cunning, there has been war, 
have heard it said that the Western civilisations are destroying them- 


selves as the Eastern civilisations di 


then the possibilities of another war, far greater 


in its consequences than the present war. I have pointed that out to 


my audiences. 


“ Norninc to Rurract 


In view of the fact that the great Powers are not to stop 
the war until the one side or the other is broken down, it is our business 
‘as members of the working class to see that this war ceases to-day, not 
only to save the lives of the young men of the present, but also to stave 
off the next great war. That has been my attitude and justifies my 
cond 1 am out for an absolute reconstruction of 
Society, on a Co-operative basis, throughout all the world; when we 
stop the need for armies and navies, we stop the need fof wars. 

T have taken up unconstitutional action at this time because of the 3 


conduct in recent times. 


abnormal circumstances and because precedent 


British Government. I am a Socialist, and have been fighting a) 


fight for an absolute reconstruction of Societ) 
1 am proud of my conduct. I have aared 
war 


retract. I have nothing to be ashamed of 


against my class position. There are two classes of morality. There \ 
Ting-class morality and there is the cay italist-class moraltiy. 4 


is the worl 
There is this antagonism as there is the antag: 


between 'y 
and Britain. A victory for Germany is a defeat for Britain; a victory 
for Britain is a defeat for Germany. And it is exactly the same s0 far 
as our classes are concerned. What is moral for the one class is absolute- 
ly immoral for the other, and vice versa. * No matter what your accusa» 


tions against me may be; no matter what 


reserval 

5 Rees to the working class. 
the back of your head, my ay LS a eat ntag aboak 
exclusively to tnerle world will bein one brotherhood, on a sound 


exclusively to them because 1) 


economic foundation. » t, and that alone, 


bringing about a 


The Jud, pronounced sentence of ve 
Maclean farmed. to his comrades in the 


boys; keep it going!” 


3 a jestroyed themselves. In fifteen 
years' time we may have the first great war bursting out in the Pacific 
—America v. Japan, or even Japan and China v. America. We have 


Pout class position in 


reorganisation of Society. That can 
when the people of the world get the world, and retain the world. 


ce ctaaguanclliggien 


and far more serious 


ios iat chai 


haa boon, Hive by Eee 


for the benefit of all. 
my conduct with my 
would not have taken 

to 


can be the means 


